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EDITORIAL NOTES. 



GOVERNOR BISSELL. 

In the literature of recent Illinois history there is a 
recognized want of a comprehensive biography of Gov- 
ernor William H. Bissell. In many respects he was a 
remarkable man. As a soldier, he was a conspicuous 
factor in the glory gained by Illinois arms in the Mexi- 
can war. As a statesman, he won a place in the front 
ranks of representatives in Congress. As a lawyer, he 
was a credit to the bar of the State; and as a citi- 
zen, there was no blemish upon his character. He 
was the first Governor elected by the Republican 
party in Illinois, and was one of the founders of that 
party in this State. He was the only member of the 
Roman Catholic Church ever elected to the office of 
Governor in Illinois, and the only Governor of Illinois 
who died while in office. In 1846, when President 
Polk issued a call for volunteers to repel the invasion 
of Texas, William H. Bissell at once enlisted as a private 
in the ranks of a St. Clair county company. Upon organi- 
zation of the regiment, at Alton, he was elected its 
colonel. The aptness and knowledge of military tactics 
and manual of arms he displayed upon taking command 
excited mulch surprise and attention, giving rise to cer- 
tain surmises regarding his earlier life, of which he had 
always been very reticent. Governor Koerner, one of 
his warmest friends, attempting to trace his biography, 
found in his personal history a hiatus of three years, from 
1834 to 1837, a period never mentioned by Governor 
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Bissell, and which no (then) obtainable information could 
satisfactorily explain. To account for that blank. Gov- 
ernor Koerner's hypothesis was that Bissell, then twenty- 
three years of age, perhaps meeting some serious disap- 
pointment in love or finances, had in desperation enlisted 
in the regular army, as a private soldier, and had man- 
fully served the allotted three years' period of his enlist- 
ment. Hence his reticence, and hence his surprising 
familiarity with military science. 

But such was not the case. Governor Bissell com- 
menced life as many other distinguished public men of 
Illinois have done, by teaching school in his native county 
in New York. He studied medicine in the meantime, and 
after graduation at Jefferson Medical College, in Phila- 
delphia, in the spring of 1834, located at Painted Post, in 
Steuben county, N. Y., and there practiced his profession 
for three years. In the spring of 1837 he left New York 
to look up a new home in the west; and landing in the 
American bottom, in the western part of Monroe county, 
Elinois, immediately, resumed school teaching there. 

The State Historical Society is very desirous to secure 
oil information attainable (not heretofore published) 
bearing upon Governor BisselPs private and public 
career, as material for a future satisfactory history of 
his life. To those having letters, documents or other 
manuscripts from his pen, or newspaper extracts relating 
to him, we earnestly request the donation or loan of the 
same to the Illinois State Historical Society. 



THE JOURNAL OF THE ILLINOIS STATE HIS- 
TORICAL SOCIETY. 

This quarterly Journal, the publication of the Illi- 
nois State Historical Society, is issued for promotion 
of public interest in the society and its field of labor. The 
results of the Journal's efforts, as shown by the recent 
increase of membership of the society, are thus far very 
gratifying and encouraging. But a great deal yet remains 



to be done. A State possessing the wealth of history 
which Illinois has, with the high position it occupies among 
the other states of this republic, and boasting of its popula- 
tion of over six millions, cannot afford to neglect the 
records of its early struggles and amazing progress. Nor 
will its enlightened people be guided by the modern stren- 
uous philosophy that teaches that the past should be for- 
gotten, the future ignored, and all there is of mundane life 
should be centered in the ever present now. It is well, un- 
doubtedly, to make the most of the present, and utilize every 
opportunity it offers; but no people ever prospered, no 
nation ever laid a foundation for future greatness, and 
realized it, except by heeding the lessons and experi- 
ences of the past. The essence of sound statesmanship 
is based upon intimate knowledge of the past, to the end 
that its errors may be rectified or avoided and its bene- 
factions enlarged and improved. Without knowledge of 
history there can be no real culture or substantial value 
in the intellectual training of our best educational institu- 
tions. In this age of business activity the professional 
man — the merchant, banker, politician or farmer — is at a 
sad disadvantage if ignorant of the history of his State 
and country. 

The Journal will, therefore, continue to exert itself to 
the utmost to impress these facts upon the people of 
Illinois, and urge them to give at least a part of their 
attention to the important work a few of us have under- 
taken. The members of the Illinois State Historical 
Society, actuated by motives of duty and patriotism, are 
laboring to save from forgetfulness the! lessons of the 
past and perpetuate the wisdom they taught and its result- 
ant glorious achievements. For the ten years of its 
existence the State Historical Society, as a subordinate 
organization, has faithfully labored and accomplished 
much. But it needs more workers, and needs more 
activity among those it now has. Its present membership 
of 800 in a population of over 6,000,000, in a territory of 
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55,000 square miles, is a force entirely inadequate to effec- 
tually accomplish the objects and purposes of the society. 
The Journal will spare no pains or exertions to at least 
double that force within the next year, by bringing to 
bear every influence possible to induce those who take pride 
in the greatness of our State, and have its welfare at 
heart, to become members of the State Historical Society. 



PLAN FOE A MONUMENT TO SENATOR FRYMAN 

TRUMBULL. 

Senator Hamilton, of St. Clair county, has introduced 
a bill in the upper house of the Legislature for an appro- 
priation to provide a monument to commemorate the dis- 
tinguished public services rendered the people of Illinois 
by Honorable Lyman Trumbull. The movement for this 
object originated in Chicago, and has many earnest sup- 
porters in all parts of the State. Lincoln, Douglas and 
Trumbull, in the most trying period of our country's his- 
tory, acclaimed the Illinois triumvirate of civic and intel- 
lectual greatness, whose memory is for us a sacred duty 
to perpetuate. So far as monuments can discharge that 
obligation, Lincoln and Douglas have received in this 
State substantial testimonials of popular gratitude and 
admiration that should not be denied to Trumbull. True, 
a plaster statue of Senator Trumbull was erected in the 
rotunda of the State House among the fearfully and won- 
derfully made galaxy of illustrious sons of Illinois perched 
up there; but the amazing progress of our State and 
advancement of aesthetic arts, demand better memorials of 
our great men than such cheap caricatures. 



DEDICATION OF THE MONUMENT TO GOVERNOR 
SHADRACH BOND. 

The historical jubilee proposed to be held next summer 
at the foot of the Governor Bond monument at Chester, is 
beginning to assume business-like proportions. In the 
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first week of March a mass meeting of citizens of Chester 
and vicinity was held in that place, to consider the propo- 
sition and take necessary steps for its accomplishment. 
Preliminary measures were adopted and committees were 
appointed for the several duties of the undertaking, with 
instructions to report at a future stated meeting. When 
all arrangements shall have been perfected, the public will 
be fully informed of the date and program of exercises 
for the occasion. As public gatherings to commemorate 
men and events prominent in the history of Illinois are 
not frequent in that part of the State, the people from 
far and near should attend this celebration and make it a 
memorable success. 



THE ALASKA- YUKON EXPOSITION. 

The management of the Alaska Exposition, to be opened 
at Seattle on the 1st of May, has fixed the 5th of August 
for Illinois day. Notwithstanding the long journey 
required to reach that distant city, and the fact that the 
American public is somewhat surfeited with grand com- 
mercial and industrial expositions, many of our citizens 
will avail themselves of this occasion for pleasant recrea- 
tion, and of reduced rates for transportation, to visit the 
Pacific coast. With stop-overs at the National Yellow 
Stone Park, and the many novel sights on the way, and 
interesting collections from the glaciers, the Yukon and 
Aleutian Islands of the far north on exhibition at Seattle, 
a part of the summer can very enjoyably and profitably 
be passed there. None who can well afford the time and 
means should miss it. 



AN ANECDOTE OF GOVERNOR THOMAS FORD 

It is related that Governor Ford, on his way with a 
company of militia, in 1843, to discipline the Mormons at 
Nauvoo, at the end of the first day's journey reached the 
village of Virginia about nightfall. There the soldiers 
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camped in the public square, and the Governor and his 
aides put up at a near by tavern that was kept by an 
eccentric Englishman known as Doctor Pothicary, who was 
a Quaker, and also a puritanical and temperance crank. 
Very few of the Governors of Illinois have been distin- 
guished for piety, and Ford was not a startling exception 
to this generalization. He was then in genial convivial com- 
pany, and much elated with the importance of his expedi- 
tion, giving free and loud expression of his feelings in 
language more forcible than elegant. Dr. Pothicary, who 
was absent when his eminent guests arrived, came in awhile 
after supper, and approaching the Governor, said to him, 
^^Sir, I never allow swearing or rude language in this 
tavern." Amazed at the landlord's impudence, the Gover- 
nor drew himself up to his full stature of five feet, one inch, 
and retorted, ^^Do you know who you are talking to? 

B , sir, I'll have you to know that I am the 

Governor of Illinois, sir!" ^^Well," said Pothicary, '^I 
don't care who you are; but I'll have you to know that I 
am the governor of this house; and if you continue that 
profane and vulgar language, I'll kick you out of it, sir." 
The Governor of Illinois subsided, and soon complaining 
of being very tired, went to bed. 



DESPISE NOT THE DAY OF SMALL THINGS. 

In the circuit clerk's office at Cairo is the record of a 
jury case tried in Alexander county in 1822 which is now 
remarkable, not alone for the matter involved, but for the 
later distinction of the opposing young lawyers conducting 
it, Richard M. Young and John McLean, who were both 
subsequently elected to represent Illinois in the United 
States Senate. The matchless oratory of McLean in his 
appeal to the jury, and the justice of his cause, won the 
case for his client. The following is a copy of the declara- 
tion filed by Attorney Young, and of Attorney McLean's 
answer. 
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State of Illinois, 

Alexander County & Circuit Set. 

Apl Term 1822 

George Davolt, by Eichard M. Young, his attorney, com- 
plains of Nicholas Wilson, in custody &c, for this to wit; 
That whereas, the said defendant on the tenth day of March, 
A. D. 1820— at the County of Union & Circuit aforesaid, 
to wit, at the county of Alexander & circuit afsd, being in 
possession of a red steer, which said steer was unsound, 
distempered, and wholly unfit for any sort of use, being 
in fact dead, or nearly so, and he the sd. defendant well 
knowing the same afterwards, towit, the same day, year and 
place aforesaid communed and had a conversation with the 
sd defendant, and then and there urged and insisted that 
the sd plaintiff should purchase of the sd defdt the said 
steer, falsely, deceitfully & fraudulently pretending that 
the said steer was sound and fit for use— and the sd plain- 
tiff then and there giving credit to the deceitful affirmations 
of the said defendant so made as aforesaid was thereby 
induced to give and pay to the said defendant the sum of 
five dollars in specie in exchange for the said steer— and 
the sd plaintiff in fact avers that the said steer at the time 
of the sale or exchange above mentioned was sick, dis- 
ordered, and dead, so that he has been totally deprived of 
the use of the sd five dollars advanced as aforesaid, as well 
as the use and benefit of the said steer, he being dead at the 
time of the sale aforesaid and to the knowledge of the sd 
defendant. 

Wherefore the sd plaintiff says that he is much injured 
and has sustained damages to the amount of fifty dollars 
and therefore he sues— 

Richard M. Young, P. q. 

And the deft comes and defends the wrong & injury 
when &c, and says that the pPt'ff aforesaid his action afore- 
said against him to have and maintain ought not, because 
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he says he is not guilty in manner and form as this pltff 
in his declaration against him hath alleged and of this he 
puts himself upon the country, etc. 

J. McLean 
And the plaintiff doth the like. 

Young P. q. 
We the jury find for the defendant. 

Nesbit Allen, foreman. 



A NOTABLE ILLINOISAN. 

A commendable act of Congress last winter was the 
appropriation it made of $5,000 for erecting a monument 
on the verge of the Grand Canyon of the Colorado river in 
memory of Major John Wesley Powell, who explored that 
wonderful chasm of erosion in 1879. Born in Mount Morris, 
New York, on March 24, 1834, he came at an early age, 
with his parents, to the west, and subsequently rendered the 
country valuable service as a soldier, and a scientist. At 
the battle of Shiloh he lost his right arm, but as soon as 
his wounds healed resumed military duties as a major of 
artillery. With brilliant war record he declined all political 
preferment offered him, and was identified with Illinois 
for some years after the civil war closed as a teacher and 
lecturer in the State Normal University, and the Wesleyan 
University at Bloomington. That he claimed Illinois as his 
home for a time is a credit to the State. 

The monument authorized by Congress to his memory is 
a graceful tribute to his dauntless courage and zeal in the 
cause of natural science ; but the two splendid monuments 
by which he will be longest remembered by a grateful 
people are those instituted by his own commanding abilities 
and genius, the United States Geological Survey and the 
United States Bureau of Ethnology. ''In 1893 he resigned 
the directorship of the Geological Survey to devote the 
remainder of his life to the science of man ; and a director 
of the Bureau of Ethnology achieved results that estab- 
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lished his claim to lasting renown." He died on Septem- 
ber 23, 1902, and was buried in the Arlington National 
Cemetery with honors due a soldier. 



THE BEGINNINGS OF PROTESTANTISM IN 
ILLINOIS. 

The following petition is preserved in the county clerk *s 
office at Chester, Randolph county : 

To the Honorable, the County Commissioners of the County 
of Randolph: 

Your petitioners would respectfully represent to your 
honorable body, that a Sunday school was, some time ago, 
established in the town of Kaskaskia, and is still continued, 
and that for some time past there has been preaching in 
said town ; but so it is that there is no suitable or convenient 
place for the accommodation of said school, or for holding 
meetings in, except the court house; the prayer of your 
petitioners, therefore, is, that the county commissioners, 
to-wit: would make an order allowing the said Sunday 
school to be kept, and the said meetings to be held in the 
same, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, etc. 
May 5th, 1826. 

David J. Bakeb, 
Thomas Mather Curtis Conn, 
Sidney Breesb, Raphael Wren, 
Edmond Eoberts, John Edgar, 
Jas. L. Lamb, Jas. D. Osborn, 

Thomas Short, Th. J. V. Owen. 
Gabriel Jones, 



A LATE PUBLICATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 

ILLINOIS. 

A Mathematical Investigation of a Problem of Edu- 
cation. 

^^A Correlation of Efficiency in Mathematics and Effi- 
ciency in Other Subjects. A Statistical Study." By Pro- 
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fessor H. L. Rietz, Ph. D., and Miss Imogene Shade, A. B., 
November, 1908; pp. 20, price 35 cents. 

This is the latest number of '^The University Studies** 
published by the University of Illinois. It is a scientific 
comparison of the grades of work students do in mathe- 
matics, foreign languages and natural sciences. The data, 
covering a period of nineteen years, were procured from 
the registrar of the University of Illinois. The method 
of investigation may be characterized as the statistical 
method of Galton and Pearsan. The paper presents some 
new points in the theory of statistics, but the main result 
of general interest is the discovery that a student who is 
good in mathematics is also good in foreign languages or 
in natural science, and vice versa. The authors call atten- 
tion to the important educational value of these results. 



PROBABLE REPRINT OF THE LINCOLN-DOUGLAS 
DEBATES OF 1858. 

The volume issued by the board of trustees of the Illinois 
State Historical Library entitled '' Illinois Historical Col- 
lections," Vol. 3, The Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858, 
edited by Professor E. E. Sparks, has proven very popular 
and the demand has far exceeded the supply of the volume. 
Members of the present General Assembly have received 
so many requests from their constituents for the book that 
it is likely that an appropriation will be made under which 
a new and very large edition will be printed during the 
coming summer. The book has been reviewed by the lead- 
ing historical periodicals of the country and has been highly 
commended. Professor Sparks did a most valuable piece 
of work in editing and annotating it. 



LIFE OF STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS. 

A new and comprehensive biography of Senator Stephen 
Arnold Douglas by Mr. Frank E. Stevens of Chicago and 
Sycamore, 111., has just gone to the printer. Mr. Stevens 
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is a most careful and painstaking worker and he has 
devoted months to this work; he also has had access to a 
great deal of material relating to Senator Douglas which 
has not heretofore been accessible to the biographers of 
Douglas. 

Mr. Stevens has worked out in a most interesting manner 
the relations of Douglas with other public men of his day. 



AN ILLINOIS ANTHOLOGY. 

Prof. L. E. Eobinson, of Monmouth College and Mr. 
Irving Moore, have prepared for the press a work to be 
entitled, ^^An Illinois Anthology." This is a most care- 
fully prepared bibliography of the poets of the State, with 
selections from their writings. Professor Eobinson and 
Mr. Moore have presented their manuscript to the Illinois 
State Historical Library and it will probably be published 
within a few months. 



A BILL BEFOEE THE PEESENT GENEEAL AS- 
SEMBLY FOE THE PEOTECTION OF 
HISTOEIC SPOTS IN ILLINOIS. 

Eepresentative Norman G. Flagg, of Madison county, 
has introduced in the General Assembly of Illinois a bill 
to protect historic places in Illinois and to provide suitable 
markers or monuments for them. Mr. Flagg is a member 
of the Illinois State Historical Society and he takes a 
great interest in all work of this nature. He is himself a 
member of a family historic in the annals of the State. 

We publish the bill in full and the members of the Society 
will note its importance to the historical interests of the 
State. 

A BILL 

For an Act to erect suitable monuments to mark the sites 
of the old Illinois Forts, Chartres, Eussell and Clark, 
and to make an appropriation of ten thousand dollars 
($10,000) therefor. 
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Whereas, Fort Chartres, in Randolph county, Fort Ens- 
sell, in Madison county and Fort Clark, in Peoria county — 
three of the most noted frontier posts in the early history 
of the State — are unmarked by any permanent monuments, 
and 

Whereas, The sites of each of these historical spots may 
soon be forgotten in the passing of the years, therefore 

Section 1. Be it enacted hy the People of the State of 
Illinois, represented in the General Assembly: That the 
sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the State treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, for the erection of a 
suitable monument on the site of each of the above named 
forts, to be paid out on warrants of the Auditor upon the 
Treasurer, approved by the Governor, on the direction of 
the board of trustees hereinafter provided for. 

Sec. 2. To carry out the purposes of this Act, the 
Governor, President of the Illinois State Historical Society 
and Secretary of the same Society and their successors in 
office, all to serve without remuneration, shall constitute a 
board of trustees, by the name and style of Memorial 
Board of Frontier Fort Sites, which board shall be, and 
is hereby, empowered, to take all necessary action to pro- 
vide and erect suitable monuments to mark the locations 
of the above named forts and to acquire possession of the 
title to the spot whereon said monuments shall be erected. 

Sec. 3. Said board shall report to the next (47th) Gen- 
eral Assembly, giving a detailed account of all transactions 
and expenditures, and also giving such recommendations 
as they may deem proper for the consideration of the 
General Assembly. 



THE LA SALLE COUNTY HISTOEICAL SOCIETY 

ATTEMPTS TO PEESERVE STARVED ROCK 

AND VICINITY AS A STATE PARK. 

The La Salle County Historical Sojoiety has issued a 
memorial to the General Assembly of the State at its pres- 
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ent session, asking that Starved Rock, near Utica, Illinois, 
and the vicinity of the Rock, be preserved as a State Park. 
The Society accompanies its memorial to the Legislature 
with an historical sketch of Starved Rock, and we publish 
below a full copy of the memorial and the sketch. There 
is no point in the State or in the Mississippi valley which is 
more beautiful, nor which is more full of historic interest. 
It is to be hoped that it may be preserved and protected 
from vandalism. The Illinois State Historical Society 
congratulates the LaSalle County Society upon undertak- 
ing this important work, and it reconunends to other local 
historical societies that they attempt to preserve and mark, 
in fitting manner, historic spots in their own localities. An 
Indian trail, an historic house or the site of an old trading 
post are all worthy of a marker of some kind that they 
may not be entirely forgotten and obliterated. 

The Memobial. 
State of Illinois, ) 
LaSalle County, ) ^®- 

Ottawa, Illinois. 

To the Honorable, the Governor, the Senators and Mem- 
hers of House of Representatives of the State of Illinois: 

Gentlemen : The undersigned, the LaSalle County His- 
torical Society, respectfully asks the attention of the 
People of the State of Illinois, represented in the General 
Assembly thereof, to the following of great interest : 

It is desirable that the property known as Starved Rock 
and the canons immediately surrounding, as hereinafter 
located and described, should be owned by the State of 
Illinois and be converted into a public park for the use 
and benefit of the people. 

To the end that said property may be purchased by the 
State for the purposes set forth, we, the President and Sec- 
retary of the LaSalle County Historical Society and com- 
mittee of its members duly appointed to formulate some 
plan to further the proposition stated, do hereby submit 
facts in support of it and ask that a bill be formulated and 
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submitted in approved form to bring about the making of 
Starved Eock and surroundings connected a State park. 
In this regard the following particulars are offered: 



STARVED EOCK. 

The State of Illinois has comparatively few historic 
spots within its borders, but of these some possess a very- 
great interest, not only to her own people but to all, every- 
where who may learn of them. Eanking first in this regard 
no one familiar with its history will question, is the historic 
citadel on the Illinois river midway between the cities of 
Ottawa and LaSalle now called ^'Starved Eock," but 
known in sixteenth century French history as the '^Eock 
of St. Louis." A hundred years before the declaration of 
independence the tri-color of France floated from its sum- 
mit. The first permanent settlement in the Mississippi 
valley was there founded by one of the world's heroic 
figures, LaSalle, and for a quarter of a century maintained 
by his faithful lieutenant, Henry DeTonty. With its valu- 
able historic associations it combines all the essentials re- 
quired in the making of a splendid natural park. 

Starved Eock is one of the most romantically beautiful 
regions in Illinois. Intensely interesting in that respect, sen- 
timent, interwoven with history, graphic in the extreme, 
has its place in human affairs as surely as the quest for 
material things and it is this sentiment which urges for- 
ward the preservation of this famous rock and vicinity 
adjacent for our children and theirs. If this is to be done 
action in that regard by the State is necessary right now. 

The rock and its surrounding canons and glens are an- 
nually visited by thousands of people from all over the 
world. If it becomes State property the income from ad- 
missions would easily pay for its maintenance. The pres- 
ent owners charge an admission of ten cents per person. 
As an indication of what this means of income, the owner 
of a ferry who carries passengers across the Illinois river 
to the rock's base, stated that he carried 75,000 passengers 
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over to it from the north side of the river in one season, 
and the ferry is only one of numerous ways of getting to 
the rock. 

The rock was once crowned with beautiful trees but 
neglect is working havoc and their destruction is natural 
if this feature is allowed long to continue. Constant and 
intelligent care must be given if what remains of its at- 
tractive verdure be not only preserved but added to. From 
the rock's summit, 150 feet above the river, the view com- 
manded is most extensive, forming, with the winding river, 
fields and woods beyond, a scene of surpassing lovliness, 
fairly a revelation to those who think of Illinois as a same- 
ness of flat and uninteresting prairie land. 

In early French history the rock was given the name 
referred to, *'Rock of St. Louis," in honor of the then 
King of France, Louis XIV. LaSalle named the fortress 
on its summit Fort St. Louis, and so it was known under 
Tonty for a quarter of a century afterwards. 

About the middle of the seventeenth century there was 
enacted the barbaric tragedy which gave the rock its pres- 
ent name. The once powerful lUini, at war with neighbor- 
ing tribes, took refuge on its summit, accessible then as 
now, only in single file, and in a single place. Their foes 
surrounded the base, cut off supplies, starvation and thirst 
did the rest. From that time on it was fittingly Starved 
Eock and the nation which so miserably perished there 
gave its name to our State. Francis Parkman, Washington 
Irving and a host of literary lights have recorded its his- 
tory and romances and it is hardly necessary to dwell more 
on them now. 

The LaSalle County Historical Society feels it would 
be disregarding a most urgent duty to longer fail to bring 
before the people of Illinois the imperative need of at once 
securing this rock and territory advisable adjacent and 
making of it a State park which will have no superior 
within the confines of grand old Illinois in grandeur, scenic 
beauty and as the home of early romance linking the past 
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of Illinois with the marvelous changes and achievments 
down to the life and times of today. 

With all dne respect to your honorable body thi earnest 
appeal is submitted in the hope that what therein asked 
for will be granted at no late date. 

The LaSalle County Historical Society, 

M. N. Armstrong, President. 
Clarence C. Gtlover, Secretary. 

M. N. Armstrong, 
Terry Simmons, 
C. C. Glover, 
W. R. Foster, 
Horace Hull, 

Committee. 



